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vn., he designed the Laurentian library and
the famous Medici tombs with the grand
figures of Day and Night, Dawn and Twi-
light, completed by 1536. In his 6oth year
he was commissioned by Paul m. to paint
the Last Judgment in the Sistine Chapel.

Michelangelo never had a free hand to
work as he listed; his life was a continual
struggle with patrons, against enemies and
circumstances. A lover of simplicity and
solitude, he lived in the midst of intrigue
and treachery. In 1547 he was appointed
chief architect of St. Peter's. To him are

de la femme, de la famille; Les Jesuites; La
sorciere.

Michelson, Albert Abraham (1852-
1931), American physicist, was born in
Strelno, Poland. He received the Nobel Prize
for physics (1907), and the Draper Medal
(1910). Early in his scientific career he at-
tracted wide attention by his experiments
in optics and electricity. His measurements
of the velocity of light, made from 1878 to
1882, are accepted as being most accurate.
By means of an interferential refractom-
eter, which he invented, he carried out a

State Capitol, Lansing, Michigan.

due the proportions of the grand dome and
the structural security of the enormous
building. See Walter Pater The Renaissance:
Studies in Art and Poetry (1912). Despite
his aloofness from women, his finest sonnets
are those written to Vittoria Colonna, the
widow of the Marquis of Pescara, with
whom a fine and solacing friendship lasted
till her death (1534-47). These sonnets
(1623), 'torn from the language as he tore
statues from stone,' are the best commen-
tary on his solitary life.

Michelet, Jules (1798-1874), French his-
torian, was born in Paris. Michelet's most
remarkable works are Histoire de France
(18 vols., 1833-66); Historic de la Rtvolu-
tion FranQaise (7 vols., 1847-53); Du prfrre,

large number of experiments with the view
of determining linear distances in terms of
the wave length of light. In 1892-3, in con-
junction with Benoit, he determined the
length of the international prototype meter
hi terms of the wave length of cadmium
light. He also invented and improved phys-
ical apparatus and instruments. Among the
latter are the echelon spectroscope, and a
ruling engine capable of minute ruling.
Michigan (Algonquin, meaning 'Great Wa-
ter,' popularly known as the 'Wolverine
State'), one of the North Central States of
the United States. It is divided by Lakes
Michigan and Huron -into two divisions,
known "as the Upper and Lower Peninsulas.
The total area of the State is 97,940 sq.m.